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spring2018GLPC Parish Councillors,  
the wards they represent and  

their contact details. 

All Councillor email addresses: 
firstname.surname@great-linford.gov.uk

Conniburrow
Jimmy Zamek 07920 760345 

Alifa Chowdhury 01908 606613 
Shadat Khan 01908 606613

Downhead Park &  
Willen Park North

Gbolade Coker 01908 606613 
Trevor Heale 01908 606613

Downs Barn
Janet Maclean 01908 606613 

Nellie Hyacinthe 01908 606613

Giffard Park & Blakelands
Tony Bedford 01908 606613 

Peter Widdowson 01908 617078 
Keith Panes 07921 240447

Great Linford
Charles Omole 07958 507073 

Nick Phillips 07388 306934 
Ian Foskett 01908 606613 

Cecil Macaulay 01908 231027

Neath Hill
Martin Burgess 01908 606613 
David Stabler 01908 606613

Pennyland & Bolbeck Park
Steve Neate 01908 606613

Robert Ward 01908 606613

Redhouse Park
Allan Calverley 01908 613300

Willen Park South
Sam Crooks 07803 036656

contacts
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North by NorthEast 
Editor: Sammy Jones

community news

comment
What is it and how does it work?
The parish council is an organisation nearest to a 
community, below the unitary council, in our case 
Milton Keynes Council (MKC). It is the first tier of local 
government, not political nor religious, allowed by law to carry out specific 
activities in its community. Your parish consists of 12 estates, 8,000 electors 
and a population exceeding 22,000

Your parish council is a body made of 20 volunteer parish councillors who 
have to come from the community (or just outside it), part-time employees, 
including five office based staff, and two ‘out and about’ rangers. We are 
part of the community, working with others to make it a great place to 
live. This can be done by acting as a consultee on planning matters, MKC 
consultations, working to communicate with you about things that affect all of 
our neighbourhoods and providing services and facilities that you can use, 
like Marsh Drive sports facility and allotments.

Our Community Programme is the vehicle for working more closely with 
you on the issues you bring to our attention, together finding ways to resolve 
issues and acting as a channel to those who have the power to change 
things. Issues such as loneliness and isolation, breaking down social 
barriers and providing a sense of wellness for users. It is the catalyst for 
events that can be for fun, for information, for help such as the Breakfast 
Club and Citizens Advice Bureau.

Why do I give my time? For many years, whilst I was buzzing round the world 
working, the community looked after my family. I wanted to give something 
back. During my term as a parish councillor I realised how ‘giving’ the 
local community is and in that I include our staff, rangers and volunteers 
called Parish Guardians. I am proud to be part of Great Linford Parish and 
honoured to be involved with this fantastic community.

Ian Foskett

G reat Linford Parish Council (GLPC), as you would 
expect, has scrutinised the 18/19 budget to ensure we 
can deliver value for money in all our actions.  Central 

Government continues to reduce its financial support to unitary 
councils, in our case Milton Keynes Council (MKC), impacting on 
what it delivers for all residents.

UPDATE ON THE 
PARISH BUDGET  
for 2018/2019

 GLPC continues to support services unique 
to this Parish, including the Summer of Fun 
programme and the Community Fun Day. Also, 
a variety of outreach events allow residents 
to talk about issues and concerns with 
groups able to provide advice and support 
to parishioners. The Citizens Advice Bureau 
drop-in sessions are a perfect example, and 
the Parish will support these financially for 
another year.

 Dog fouling and littering are still hot topics 
and we are continuing to contract a licensed 
enforcement officer to tackle the problems. 

 Parishioners have also aired concerns about 
speeding drivers and riders on estate roads, 
which is of particular concern to the elderly 
and parents of young children. GLPC has 
provided a budget for a speed awareness 
campaign, and rangers and volunteers will be 
monitoring vehicle speeds in the Parish.

 GLPC continues to provide for the 
maintenance and replacement of assets 
under its control, and we now have a lead 
councillor for assets to help with this task. 
Some of the assets include Marsh Drive 
Sports Ground, Great Linford and Downs Barn 
Community Orchard.

Annually, GLPC receives a grant from MKC which helps support 
its costs; this year the grant is £26,399, equivalent to £4.30 for a 
band ‘D’ property. Sadly, this grant is being phased out over the 
next three years, which means either the precept will increase, or 
expenditure will need to be reduced.

Having taken all of the factors into consideration, GLPC has set a 
budget of £408,559, after the release from general reserves, to be 
collected in the annual precept. This year’s precept for a band ‘D’ 
property comes to £62.14 which is an increase of 0.7%

GLPC is acutely aware of the impact the cuts being made by MKC 
are having, and will review the potential effect of these services 
on our communities, to see how we all might want to mitigate 
these impacts. We will continue to monitor expenditure closely, to 
ensure the precept is sufficient to meet community needs.

BELOW: Fly tipping - a modern plague?
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featurecommunity news

E

wo issues guaranteed to anger residents are the 
age-old problems of dog-fouling and litter. GLPC 
has responded by employing an enforcement 

officer, and change is happening.

David Barnes has been our Enforcement Officer for a 
little over a year now, dealing with problems head on – 
tackling those responsible on the spot. During his first 
six months, David spent his time explaining to members 
of the public that rubbish and dog poo should be placed 
in the appropriate bins – or simply taken home.  “A lot 
of people didn’t realise you could also put bagged dog 
waste in normal general waste bins (not recycling) and 
not just the special dog poo bins.”

The strength of public opinion has recently persuaded Councillors to adopt a zero 
tolerance policy to litter and dog fouling and now anyone caught littering or not cleaning 
up after their dog will be issued with an on-the-spot fine. Littering, which could be 
anything from a cigarette butt to a bag of rubbish, can result in a £75 charge, whilst failing 
to clean up after your dog has pooped is a £50 fine.

When approached by David, people have mistakenly said,  ‘We pay our council tax, the 
council will pick it up.’  But, says David,  “Everyone has a legal and moral responsibility to 
not litter and to clean up after their dog – to do otherwise is just not acceptable. Your dog 
and its actions are your responsibility. It’s no defence  ‘not realising’  your dog has fouled 
because it’s wandered off and done it out of sight”. David finds people who take the time 
to bag the poo and then throw the bags in the bushes are a particular source of frustration 
and - if caught – will be subject to the littering fine at the higher rate.

Littering and dog-fouling isn’t a Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm problem so David works 
all hours in pursuit of perpetrators. He goes out at any time, any day including weekends, 
covering as many areas as possible. You might spot him at 7 in the morning, although he 
doesn’t wear a uniform, he does have ID and a body camera.

David, quite literally, highlights the issues he finds by spraying blue circles around the 
doggy-do. This allows him to monitor the scale of the problem and, of course, people 
notice the circles too – including non-dog walkers. David says,  “We also put signs up 
saying how many dog poo incidents there have been each week. The blue circles are an 
education tool – and they work.”

Fly tipping is an ongoing battle in the Parish. David checks when reports come into the 
office, collecting evidence, taking photographs and compiling reports ready for Milton 
Keynes Council’s enforcement team to do the necessary follow-up work. For those caught, 
expensive lessons are being learned, with fines running into thousands of pounds.

David has struck up good relationships with dog walkers and local people who value the 
work he is doing to help protect our environment:  “Residents appreciate me being here, 
they enjoy the opportunity to chat, and tell us to keep up the good work.”

No one need fear meeting David or being issued with a fine if they are responsible and 
avoid littering and pick up after their pet. 

“Please clean up after yourselves, and your dogs,”  David urges.  “Love the place where 
you live and help keep it tidy.”

vents encourage residents to play an active part in the 
community, enabling cohesion with local groups, schools and 
businesses. Great Linford Parish Council (GLPC) encourages 

new groups to start up, helping to get things off the ground, by providing 
a venue for free for the first three sessions. We also support community 
led projects like ROCLA Art (see the feature ‘Together in Electric 
Dreams’ on page 7) and local artist Daniel Chehade’s ‘Joy’ artwork.

Daniel’s project explores community collaboration, and anything that 
creates community spirit. Impressed by the seasonal illuminations at 
the so-called ‘Christmas Street’ -Summerhayes in Great Linford, which 
attract thousands of visitors annually, Daniel was aware that many 
residents at the nearby Willows Care Home were unable to visit the 
visual spectacular. So Daniel designed a piece of work that would help 
bring seasonal cheer direct to the residents.

Researching and working with residents of Summerhayes, they came 
up with one word to represent the community – joy. ‘Joy’ became a 
hand blown, yellow neon sign which was displayed in the reception 
area of The Willows. Casting a gentle but cheerful glow, it brought joy 
to residents and visitors alike. The Home was delighted to be chosen 
to house the first piece of artwork in the project which will see other 
artwork pieces displayed around Milton Keynes in the future.

Meantime, the Summerhayes Christmas lights raised a whopping 
£10,810 for Willen Hospice this year, bringing the grand total raised for 
the charity since 2004 to an incredible £67,810!

An invaluable engagement tool between the community and GLPC is 
the Summer of Fun programme. Introducing new sessions each year 
(2017 included kayaking, ninja warrior training and ukulele playing), 
the programme fills the long summer holidays with things to do. 
Importantly, the original ethos of the project has been preserved – to 
provide affordable activities to every resident in the Parish.

Look out for full details of the Summer of Fun 2018 in July’s issue  
of North By NorthEast. Events book up quickly, so keep checking  
http://great-linford.gov.uk or look us up on Facebook www.facebook.
com/greatlinfordparishcouncil

LOVE 
WHERE 
YOU 
LIVE  
GLPC’s vision 
is for a proud 
community

The community was brought together 
at the 2017 Community Fun Day 
with a marching band, puppet show, 
live bands, stalls and floating market, 
raising more than £1200 for the Neath 
Hill branch of MacIntyre. This year’s 
extravaganza is set for Sunday, July 8, 
midday - 5pm. Put the date in your 
family diary!

October’s Apple Day proved another 
juicy success! The celebration of the 
British orchard and native fruits, held 
at the community orchard in Downs 
Barn, was supported by NamPak 
Plastics in Newport Pagnell who 
generously provided free plastic bottles 
for the squeezed juice. Each year 
proceeds from the day go to Willen 
Hospice.

Sometimes, parish areas get a little 
messy, the regular ‘tidy up’ days are 
there to sort things out, so the tidy 
up events are an important part of 
the calendar. If you tell us where the 
problem is, we will help you sort it 
out by using people power. It’s a good 
form of exercise too, but with none of 
the gym fees. And the results aren’t 
limited to the waistline!

In 2017, GLPC worked with staff from 
Fossil and NHBC who gave their time 
to transform some neglected parts of 
the Parish.

In response to the complaint of 
dog fouling, fly tipping and general 
littering, GLPC hired an enforcement 
officer. See the feature (right)  ‘Rubbish 
State of Affairs’ .

T

RUBBISH  
STATE of 
AFFAIRS

“A Proud Community, fully engaged in local matters, 
living in a great area that is well maintained, with 
high quality facilities and services that meet our 
needs. To increase community engagement by a 
very visible presence in the Parish, nurturing the 
environment.” 

(Extract from GLPC’s Strategic Plan)

ABOVE: Blue circles mysteriously 
appear in the Parish. Photos by 
David Barnes

LEFT TO RIGHT: Daniel Chehade’s ‘JOY’ installation. Summer of Fun - messy play. 
BADOTSA Marching Band at the Fun Day.



BEFORE YOU GO OUT 

REMEMBER TO:

1 Close and lock all windows

2 Set your burglar alarm

3 Make sure the side or back 

gate is shut and locked

4 Lock the shed or garage

5 Make sure that valuables are 

out of sight

6 Put keys out of reach from 

windows or doors

7   Make sure curtains 

are shut and some 

lights are on if 

you are going 

out in the 

evening
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esidents are being asked to become 
part of the solution when it comes to 
dealing with anti-social behaviour in 

the Parish – by supporting Neighbourhood 
Watch (NHW) groups.

Redhouse Park NHW was present for a recent 
community forum which had been arranged by 
Great Linford Parish Council, and supported 
by the larger Milton Keynes NHW Association 
and Thames Valley Police (TVP). The forum was 
an opportunity for people to learn more about 
the groups and the many benefits they offer.

NHW groups are a great tool to help address 
and stamp out problems with nuisances 
that can otherwise blight estates. Starting a 
group brings about a sense of community, 
and can help nip problems in the bud – and 
your intelligence will help police tackle crime 
quickly and efficiently.

Redhouse Park NHW area co-ordinator, Sandy 
Henry, knows the positive difference the 
groups can make.

He said, “We have a successful group, and 
continue to encourage new membership 
through door-to-door mailings, the conveying 
of information to members via social networks 
such as Facebook, or via email, and by 
organising group meetings and holding 
social events. 

ight-time on Redhouse Park is set to be a magical, 
illuminating affair when the Bird Walk Electric Dream 
commission launches.

At a recent workshop guided by Thomas Gray, the artist behind 
the installation, residents designed and created sculptures that will 
hang in the trees. The fanciful fowl will be hidden amongst the 
foliage by day. When night falls, their electric plumage will glow 
with the aid of solar power. The interesting sculptures are part of 
the legacy the ROCLA Art Project is bringing to Redhouse Park.

Milton Keynes-based Thomas took inspiration for the Bird 
Walk Electric Dream from the wide variety of feathered friends 
who inhabit the Linford Lakes Nature Reserve, and the natural 
woodlands of Redhouse Park itself. But it’s not too late to get 
hands-on by helping to create some of the fancy feathered sorts. 
Residents who would like to take part in the second workshop 
on April 25 and 26, 2018 are invited to email beverleycalverley@
outlook.com or call into the GLPC offices to be put in touch.

Saffron Summerfield is recording tracks for another of the 
installations, the Sound Bench, and looking for a few more 
residents who would like to be interviewed.  This particular piece 
is now taking on the form of a concrete pipe, cut in half, which is 
being created by artist Daniel Chehade.

If you would like to share your thoughts of the estate, and what 
brought you here, she urges you to get in contact.

featurefeature

Let’s show  
that crime 

doesn’t pay, 
but BEING 
VIGILANT  

DOES

Together in 
electric dreams

Perhaps you used to work at ROCLA pipes and would be 
willing to relive memories from that time? Contact Saffron 
at saffronsummerfield@icloud.com or 07941 932543.  

“Art is for all and these two commissions provide free workshops 
for residents to get more involved and help to create a legacy for 
Redhouse Park,” said Beverley Calverley, chair of the Art Project.  
“It’s a chance to stop and smell the roses.”

The ROCLA Art Project is being created with funding from the 
developer Avant Homes’ Section 106 monies. The planned launch 
date is July 1. While discussing the wonderful art that will soon be 
in our midst, now that the nights are lighter and longer, it’s a great 
time to get out in the fresh air and enjoy the art already in situ here.

The Gyosei Art Trail was made possible by developer funding, 
which secured the eight artworks in Phase 1. Each of the pieces 
is related to themes of Japanese connections, canal history, fish, 
fowl, insects and invertebrates. Easily accessible using the redway 
network, the trail is found on both sides of the Grand Union Canal, 
from H3 Monks Way to H5 Portway. Attractions include Ptolemy 
Elrington’s Dragonfly, made by transforming abandoned materials.

Rob Griffiths, who has also been commissioned for the ROCLA  
Art Project with his Carved Oak Root, contributed to the art trail 
with his carved frog on a bench, titled What Lies Beneath.

An art trail booklet detailing all the pieces of public art can be 
viewed online at www.great-linford.gov.uk

N

TOP: An artist impression of the Bird 
Walk Electric Dream commission.

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: Carved Oak 
Root. Artist Thomas Gray’s son with the 
EL Wire which will be used to create 
the sculptures. ABOVE: ROCLA Emblem 
designed by artist Ruth Moilliet. 

“We can arrange for the security 
marking of bicycles and provide 
examples of safety equipment such 
as locks, padlocks, time switches, 
Smart Water, indelible marking 
pens, personal alarms and CCTV 
systems. Often NHW members 
receive a discount on these 
products and on their household 
insurance.”

The forum encouraged people 
to set up more groups to help 
make the Parish, and the wider 
area, a safer place. And the 
schemes really do work.

R

“We have tremendous co-operation from 
TVP through their local neighbourhood 
policing team, who tell me that, because 
of our actions, compared to other estates, 
Redhouse Park is more crime-free than 
other areas,” Sandy added.

If we work together we can show that 
crime doesn’t pay, but being vigilant does.

To find out where your nearest active 
Neighbourhood Watch group is, or for 
support in starting up your own group, 
visit the MK Neighbourhood Watch 
Association website: www.mknhwa.org.uk,  
speak to your PCSO or visit the Parish 
Council office.



Local events to look out for

and finally...

Parish Council AGM  

Monday 21 May, 7.30pm-9pm

Community Fun Day 

Sunday 8 July, 12pm -5pm 

Live music, stalls, food, something 

for the whole family. 

Summer of Fun  

Monday 23 July to Friday 24 August 

Fun, affordable activities for 

everyone! Look out for full details 

in the Summer issue of North by 

NorthEast.

Apple Day 
Sunday 21st October, 12pm-3pm 

Celebration of the British Orchard 

and native fruits! Bring your own 

fruit to press into delicious juice.  

Community tidy-up days  

- dates TBA via the Website/

Facebook pages. Let us know if you 

need help to tidy up a part of 

the Parish.

Breakfast Club 

first Tuesday of every month 

9.30am-11.30am 

Topical discussions  

and guest speakers.  

Socialise over  

breakfast.  

What exactly does 
the role of a parish 
councillor involve? North 
By NorthEast spoke 
with Trevor Heale, who 
represents the wards of 
Downhead Park & Willen 

Park North to find out what he does, and 
why he volunteers his time.

Retired with time available to fill with 
things that are important to him, Trevor 
looked at the role of Parish Councillor 
and found he has reconnected with 
the community. A councillor promotes 
community values, helps to look after the 
environment, problem solves and manages 
budgets. 

“I am interested in accountability,”  says 
Trevor.  “I want answers to questions like  
‘Where is my money going?’  and  ‘What is 
happening in my community?’  Rather than 
complaining, I want to contribute.”

Trevor has been resident in Milton Keynes 
for two decades, but working as a councillor 

So you want to be a councillor?
over the past year or so has opened his eyes 
to the place we call home:  “I’m learning 
a lot more than I ever knew about the 
area I live in. I’ve explored parts that have 
enchanted me – it is a beautiful place. It’s 
wonderful to find there is a community, but 
you’ve got to take that step to get involved. 
I had been missing that connection and am 
delighted to have found it again.”

Regular meetings allow councillors to 
discuss issues, gather information and 
implement change on behalf of their 
parishioners:

“Usually, an investigation is held by a lead 
councillor who reports to the meeting and 
then we comment, make suggestions and 
changes as necessary, and then vote on the 
proposal. I have always considered myself a 
bit of a rebel but find I’m comfortable with 
the process.”

Becoming a councillor has been a rewarding 
process for Trevor, and he has been well 
supported.

“Inside my organised mind there was an 
empty black box – there was nothing I 
could use as a reference,”  he says, recalling 
his early days,  “But the process of becoming 
a councillor involves sitting in on meetings, 
which helped take away the mystique. We 
have some extremely experienced members 
who have an amazing knowledge, but it 
would be good to get some younger people 
coming through too.

“We are always on the lookout for people 
that are interested in the community. To 
become a councillor, you must be prepared 
to give time, and give time for learning. Our 
councillors are very serious advocates for 
what they believe in and there is strength 
and conviction behind what they are doing.

“What I like is how much more I’ve enjoyed 
being a councillor than I expected, and I 
am delighted to be surrounded by bright 
people. Of course, whenever you get 
intelligence, you get humour too...”

To find out more about getting involved, 
visit the website www.great-linford.gov.uk
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Join Rangers  
Wendy and Steve, for a 

neighbourly Tidy-Up Day. 
Spotted an area that needs a tidy?  

Let us know! Help us support the  
community with a tidy-up. We supply 

equipment and refreshments,  
just wear suitable cloths.

Perhaps your company supports  
community action days and would want to 
 work with us to help ‘love where you live’.  

All event and contact details can be  
found on our website www.great-linford.gov.uk


